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Athens, Ohio (Friday, July 6) —
As previously announced on the
Denbow-l listserv, Larry and Kay
Denbow of Zanesville have gratuitously agreed to host a oneday Denbow reunion at their
house on Saturday, Aug. 4,
2012. I had hoped to get this
issue of the Diaspora out as
soon as I got back from Europe
at the end of June, but my plans
were disrupted by the big storm
that hit a few days later and the
subsequent power outages.
Things are only now returning to
normal.
The full results of the 2011
Denbow Reunion Survey are
reported in this issue. You’ll
note that Zanesville was listed
as the singular most popular
spots for our reunions. That
should bode well for turnout this
year.
Though this reunion will
have the style of what has come
to be known as a “mini-reunion,”
I would like to institute a new

wrinkle this year.
This is totally voluntary, but I would
like those that are
interested to
come prepared to
tell their most interesting “Denbow
family story.” This
can be something
from way back
handed down
many generaLarry and Kay Denbow, 2012 Reunion hosts
tions. Or, it could
be something that hapReunion Highlights
pened in your immediate
family as you were growing Start at 11:00 — Meet and
up. This idea was suggest- greet, and informal discussion.
ed by one of the survey reLunch at 12:30 — Bring a
spondents and I think it’s a
dish to share if you can (not regood one and worth trying
quired). Larry and Kay will supout.
ply hot dogs, hamburgers and
Let me emphasize again
drinks.
that having a story to tell is
Denbow Story Hour. 2:00–
completely voluntary. If you 3:00 — Bring your favorite
have no story, please come family story, with or without supporting props like old photos,
and listen to the stories of
diaries, letters, and other docuothers.
ments.

Reunion survey reveals interest,
good ideas for the future events

1951 Denbow Reunion Clipping

Last year we conducted an online survey to gauge interest in family reunions and
to solicit suggestions for the best times to hold future reunions. We also asked
for ideas to make our reunions better. In this issue, you’ll find the highlights of our
findings and a link to see the complete results online.
We had a total of 21 respondents. While this is not a great response rate, it does
provide enough of a sample to get a general idea of what appeals to at least the
most active and interested portion of the Diaspora readership. The average respondent had attended one or two of the approximately dozen reunions held since
the early 1990s. Four of the respondents had attended “virtually every one” and
six had not attended any reunions at all.
The reunion format preferred by the most respondents was alternating between
one-day mini-reunions (like the one we are holding in Zanesville this year) and the
“full monty” version stretching over an entire weekend, with a Diaspora Dinner on
Friday, a potluck at a park on Saturday, and an optional field trip on Sunday. This
is interesting because we have not had a full reunion of this type for about seven
years, and the last one we had in Zanesville was not well attended. In fact, the

Directions to Larry and Kay Denbow’s house
At the Maple Avenue Exit off I-70:
If coming from East (heading West): Turn right and proceed directly onto Maple Avenue
If coming from West (heading East): Turn right onto the ramp and loop around
to Maple Avenue
Take Maple Avenue to Winton, which is about 15 blocks. Turn right onto Winton, and on your left you’ll see Larry and Kay’s — first house after the turn.
Or, simply set your GPS to 567 Winton Ave., Zanesville, Ohio.
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1947 Denbow Reunion Clipping

mini-reunions have in recent years been attended better than the full reunions. In
the early days of our modern Denbow reunions the weekend long reunions were
well attended. Especially memorable were several full reunions in Dover, the first
one in Marietta, and perhaps the best attended of all were Ashland in 2000 and
Zanesville in 2002. So, do the results of this survey mean that the far-flung
Denbow and Denbo diaspora is ready for another full reunion in 2013? We will
discuss this at the upcoming mini-reunion in Zanesville in August. If you want input on this subject please plan to attend if at all possible.
Only three of the respondents said they would be willing to host a full or mini reunion, with two registering a “maybe” response. In terms of location, Zanesville was
picked as the number one choice, followed by Woodsfield, and then a tie between
Columbus and Dover. Interestingly, we’ve not had a reunion in Columbus since
Doug Denbow, then of Ashland, organized one in the Capital City. That was really
the beginning of the modern Denbow reunions.
The preferred month for reunions was July, with nearly half the vote. June and August tied for second place, with October coming in third. On October one person
opined, “Jun-Aug conflicts with family vacation events. September is recovering.
Oct is best.”
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A quarter of the respondents felt the reunions were too “Ohio centric.” The other 75 percent — who probably either
lived in Ohio or had Ohio roots — disagreed. One person suggested that we
have a reunion sometime in a Denbowrich historical spot such as Maryland.
Another said, “[I] feel like I’d be barging
in on someone else's family. Make them
at an historic location and encourage
other clans to attend.” Well, we’ve always encouraged anyone with the surname of Denbow, Denbo, or any other
variant as well as those who descend
from these families to attend. In the past
we’ve had Denbos from the Indiana clan
attend as well as a very memorable visit
from a British Denbow family — Bernard
and Denise, as well as their daughter
Corinna and Denise’s mother. [Let me

add at this point that Bernie recently had a malignant brain tumor removed and is
undergoing further treatment. Your prayers are solicited for Bernie and his family.]
A number of good suggestions were made for improving the reunions in the future.
The full list will be posted on the link at the end of this article. A few highlights include: telling Denbow stories (implementing this year); getting more people involved, particularly younger ones; mailing formal invitations like we did a few times
in the past, rather than just relying on getting the word out via the Diaspora and the
denbow-l listserv; and bringing more pictures and family treasures to share.

1946 Denbow Reunion — Stafford, Ohio

Please review the full survey results at: http://www.denbow.org. After going to the
home page click on the link entitled “Denbow Reunion Survey.” You’ll have to enter
a password to access the pdf file. The password is “woodsfield” all lower case without the quote marks.

In keeping with the reunion theme of this issue, you will find on the next three pages scans of clippings from the Monroe County (Ohio) Beacon of articles about Denbow family reunions in 1946,
‘47 and ‘51. In 1933 a man named C. L. Driggs, who styled himself as a “friend of the
Denbow tribe,” was instrumental in starting annual Denbow reunions that apparently continued uninterrupted from 1933 until sometime in the 1950s. The reunions were at various locations from
Shoenbrun to Stafford to Fisher’s Grove Park near Woodsfield, the latter location having been perhaps the most common one, especially in later years.
The clippings that I have are very old and faded. I believe that most of them came from Evelyn
Denbow McKamy, daughter of the late Irvin “Bean” Denbow, of Lewisville. Others of them, I
think, may have been found by my late father among things saved by his brother Willard.
If you hale from the Ohio clan, you may very well find a name or two of one of your ancestors
listed as attending one of these reunions. In fact, there are a few folks still on“this side of the
sod” who are listed, including the aforementioned Evelyn who attended as a young child the 1946
reunion in the Stafford area with her parents.
Enjoy!
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